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Abstract

Contemplation and Representation of Nuclear in
North Korean Poetry: focusing on images,

psychology, and imagination

Yee, Ji Sun (Korea Institute for National Unification)

This article focused on how the North Korean poetry thinks and
imagines nuclear weapons, and to look at how nuclear is expressed in
poetry, focusing on images, psychology and imagination. The poetry
shows how North Korea feels and experiences nuclear power. Nuclear
is ambivalent. North Korea described its nuclear as peace, America’s
nuclear as war. North Korea has sought to complete independent
security, and now desires to become a global nation by raising its
national power. Countries with strong powers to impose economic
sanctions and blockades on North Korea made North Korea feel
existential anxiety and fear of survival, which paradoxically made North
Korea desire for power. The national power was expressed sensuously
through the viewpoint of satellites and rockets from space and its poetic

imagination. The gaze from the universe to the earth made North
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Korea out of the narrow territoriality of the periphery, while at the
same time expressing equal relations between the world and North
Korea. North Korea expanded its senses to outer space by completing
the nuclear force. It was a paradox that made the relationship between
the world and North Korea equal in terms of equality, not the

relationship of power.

Keywords: the 7th Party Congress, completion of nuclear force,
existential anxiety, structure of feeling, fear, desire,
isomorphism, national power, territoriality,  cosmic

imagination
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