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10) Hilary Clinton, “America’s Pacific Century,” Foreign Policy, October 11, 2011;
Burak Obama, “Remarks to the Australian Parliament,” November 17, 2011,
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Abstract

A Study on Kim Jong-un’s Coercive Diplomacy
and Nuclear Weapons

Lee, Jongjoo (University of North Korean Studies)

Military capability is a key vehicle for the execution of North Korea’s
diplomatic strategy. Over the past 70 years, North Korea has used
coercive diplomacy with its military capacity to create crisis by
threatening the United States. This threat deterred the US from
conducting attacks against North Korea and forced Washington to
improve relations with Pyongyang. By employing the theoretical lens
of Thomas Schelling’s coercive diplomacy, in this study I identify how
Kim Jong-un developed his own diplomatic strategy with North
Korea’s increasing nuclear capability. I analyze changes in North
Korea’s diplomacy from when Kim Jong-un was designated as the
successor in 2009 to the present (2009 -2019). In 2009, Kim Jong-un
declared that North Korea’s nuclear deterrence would be strengthened
while separated from US-North Korea relations. North Korea then

concentrated its efforts to complete its nuclear force until 2017.
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However, in 2018 North Korea made a dramatic shift by promising
the complete denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula and held
summits with South Korea, the United States, and China. This study
assets that Kim Jong-un’s diplomacy 1) is designed and implemented
with a long-term perspective in mind; 2) uses the nuclear forces as part
of coercive diplomacy to not only ‘expand’ but also ‘limit’ diplomatic
capacity; 3) aims to fundamentally restructure the security order of the
Korean Peninsula; and 4) has been used to strategically maneuver
between Washington and Beijing by taking advantage of the shift in
political tectonics from a US-led unipolar hegemony to a US-China

bipolar competition.
Keywords: North Korea’s diplomacy, power transition from Kim

Jong-il to Kim Jong-un, nuclear forces, coercive diplomacy,

US-China relations, summit meetings
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