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Abstract

Traumas in the Poems of the woman who

defected from North Korea

Lee, Sang Sook(Gachon University)

The purpose of this paper is to examine the Traumas in the Poems
of the woman who defected from North Korea. These poems not only
include poems written by North Korean defectors, but also poems on
the subject regardless of whether the authors have had such experiences.
However, in this paper, North Korean defection poems are limited to
poems written by North Korean defectors. The themes of North Korean
defection poems are testimony, condemnation, yearning, and appeal.
The Poems of female defectors from North Korea is not different.

The Poems of female defectors from North Korea speak of the
hunger experienced in North Korea, the struggle against oppression,
yearning and guilt over one’s family and hometown, and pity for North
Koreans who are still under suffering. They describe the painful process
of defection and difficulties faced in settling down in South Korea. As

such, The Poems of female defectors from North Korea should be
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perceived as “words of pain from a refugee” rather than focusing on
the poet’s literary career or quality of writing.

The poets have faced significant threats to their lives and human
dignity, and defection is a traumatic event that continues to haunt
them. Poetry releases them from such trauma and fulfills the central
role of literature —providing them a firm grasp of reality and
comforting them at the same time. A mother who had to sell her
daughter out of hunger; kids begging for money in the streets of China,
a woman living in South Korea who sees her mother in her dreams
every night; and an account of the suffering of North Koreans — The
Poems of female defectors from North Korea are the wails and

lamentations of all who are hurt.

Keywords: North Korean defectors, The Poems of female defectors from

North Korea, trauma
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