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Abstract

The meaning of “unification” in

Jun-tae Kim’s poem and Ha Jonh-oh’s poem

Lee, Sang-Sook(Gachon University)

The purpose of this study is to examine the meaning of “unification”
in Jun-tae Kim’s poems and Ha Jong-oh’s poem. Not many Korean
poets have dealt with unification as a recurring theme in their works
over an extended period of time. However, Juntae Kim and Ha Jong-oh
have consistently written about “unification”. Through their poems, it
is possible to investigate the range of perceptions of unification in
Korea. “Unification” in their works tends to mirror the debate
surrounding the issue at the time a text was written. According to
them, the national democratic discourse of the late 1980s led to the
emergence of the unification movement and to widespread debate, but
the extent to which this trajectory in national politics was linked to
the May 18 Gwangju Pro-democracy Uprising was limited. There have
been many problematic approaches to unification in Korean society over

the decades, including the romantic strand of thought that regards it



as a necessary and emotional “wish”; the radical and simple idea that
Korea’s partition is the basis of all social problems and contradictions,
and proposes unification as the ultimate solution. The passive attitude
towards unification which arises from the instinct to avoid the plethora
of concrete and complex issues involved in the project of unification.
The sympathetic attitude towards the North Korean people, which is
based on a sense of the South’s economic superiority. This range of
attitudes is problematic, but it embodies how South Korea views the

issues of division and unification on the Korean peninsula.

Keywords: unification, Jun-tae Kim’s poem, Ha Jonh-oh’s poem, North

Korean people, May 18 Gwangju Pro-democracy Uprising
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