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Abstract

The evolution of cooperation between North

Korea and the United Nations

Lee, Kyunghee(University of North Korean Studies)

This study demonstrates the evolution of cooperation between North
Korea and the United Nations, beginning with the development
cooperation carried out by the request of North Korea in 1995,
through the Program in Institutional Analysis of Social-Ecological
Systems (PIASES). Analyzed through game theory, the cooperation
between North Korea and the United Nations is conceptualized as a
donor-recipient negotiations game in which donors and recipient
countries change strategies based on the degree of asymmetry of power.
The outcome achieved by the combination of the strategies presented
by the two participants becomes a type of development cooperation.
North Korea and the United Nations have shown a form of
development cooperation that changes over time as a pair of weak
recipient and a strong donor: short-term agreements in the first period

(1995-2002), no agreements and short-term agreements in the
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transitional period (2002-2007), and short-term agreements with the
characteristics of long-term agreements strengthened in the second
period (2008-2018). From a macro perspective, it can be said that the
transition from the short-term to long-term agreements is an evolution
in the context of sustainable development. The evolution observed in
the negotiation process has the following implications. The aspects of
North Korea learning through failure and endeavoring for long-term
interests modifies the perception of North Korea in that it conforms
to Ostrom’s extended rationality model. In addition, positive changes
in North Korea are the result of the interaction with the ‘enlightened’
United Nations, and it can be seen that cooperation evolves through
efforts of actors who want to create better alternatives by trial and
error. The evolution of cooperation by the North Korea-UN
negotiations game has significant implications for imagining future
cooperation with North Korea as ‘artisanship’ emerges in the evolution

process.

Keywords: DPRK(North Korea), UN, Program in Institutional
Analysis of Social-Ecological Systems(PIASES), International
Development, Elinor Ostrom, game theory, global

governance



