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Abstract

An In-depth Reading of North Korean
Documents: A Case Study of Gyeongreyeongu

(Economic Research)

Yang, Moon-Soo(University of North Korean Studies)

The purpose of this paper is to explore the methods of analyzing
the North Korean official documents, through the case study of
Gyeongjeyeongn (Economic Research), the professional North Korean
journal in the field of economics. In particular, the paper seeks to
discover ways to extract new information from the official documents.
While these documents themselves give many data, through in-depth
reading, the researcher could find and produce new additional
information. For this reason, it is important for a researcher to have
the ability to extrapolate from a given document. Due to page
limitations of this paper, the author does not cover all the contents of
Gyeongjeyeongu; instead, the paper primarily focuses on the DPRK’s
economic policies related to its trend toward reform and openness.

To begin with, the paper introduces several basic steps for extracting
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information from the official documents. First, through extrapolating
from banned expressions, one could infer the state of the DPRK’s
economy. Second, while reading the documents, one should filter its
claims with certain prudence and skepticism. Third, it is important to
focus on the keywords or clauses within the report. Fourth, certain word
usages could be better understood only if they are interpreted within
the context of North Korea’s current situation.

Next, through several case studies, the paper shows methods of
extracting and producing new information.

The first method is the combination of quantitative and qualitative
analysis. Through this method one could better perceive the latest
economic trend of the DPRK (its policies, objectives, etc.). While
reading the Gyeongjeyeongu articles published in this decade, one could
easily observe that their most frequently discussed topic is the expansion
of the defense industries. This shows that the military complexes still
play a critical role in the operation of the North Korean economy. Next,
the articles subtlely reveal the regime’s concern toward the state of its
financial sector (decline of its revenues). They also show that while the
North Korea regime takes a somewhat lenient approach on the market
operation, it remains uncompromising on the issue of private property.

The second method is tracking the nature of “transformation”
through qualitative analysis of the documents. In other words, the paper
explores producing/finding substantial data to analyze the change that
have occurted in the DPRK’s economic policies. As an example, the

paper has sought to analyze the transformations in the regime’s
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perception of economic profit through in-depth analysis of
Gyeongjeyeongu.

For a researcher, being able to find information hidden in the official
documents is a very important task. While many researchers are
frustrated by the shortage of documents available on North Korean
economy, there are still ways to further develop the research if one takes
little practice to learn how to extract and produce new data from these

limited documents.

Keywords: North Korea, Official Documents, Economic Policy, Gyeongje-

yeongu, In-depth Reading
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