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Abstract

Inter-Korean Diplomatic Competition and the

June 23 Declaration

Shin, Jong-dae (University of North Korean Studies)

There is a dispute over whether the June 23 Declaration, which was
announced by South Korea in 1973, was an enterprising measure aimed
at broadening the playing field for South Korean diplomacy within
detente, or a defensive measure that was simply a reaction to North
Korea’s diplomatic offensive at the time. In this article I argue that
the June 23 Declaration awkwardly combined a move to materialize
existing policy - which was divorced from reality - and that of an
‘enterprising statement’ with a ‘Cold War attitude.’

South Korea chose to make its ‘own policies based more on
reality’ because it was difficult to continue its original, unrealistic
foreign policy goal of isolating North Korea from the United
Nations and the international community. Ultimately, the June 23
Declaration was not aimed at driving forward diplomacy with the

Communist bloc. Rather, it originated from a need to ‘correct’
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South Korea’s inflexible foreign policy, which prioritized opposition
to Communism; provided needed strategic flexibility; justified
already established facts that were in opposition to or outside of
South Korea’s control; and provided a way to strengthen South

Korea’s image internationally.

Keywords: June 23 Declaration, inter-Korean diplomatic com-
petition, isolation, defensive measure, inter-Korean

relations
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