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Abstract

Stability and Change in the North Korean
Regime: Focusing on Norms and Control

Mechanisms During the Kim Jong Il Era

Lee, Sangkeun(Ewha Womans University)

This Study tries to develop an dynamic and systematic explanation
to understand the differences between the Kim Il Sung regime and Kim
Jong Il regime in terms of continuity and change of the regime
characteristics. That is, this is an attempt to review the degree and the
direction of the changes in norms and ruling mechanisms of the North
Korean regime under Kim Jong Il. During the Kim Il Sung period,
norms, once established, were applied to the whole society with little
or no exception. To make sure of peoples’ observance of norms, all of
the three ruling mechanisms have been operated together. In contrast,
the Kim Jung Il era saw norms eclectically combined. Each norm
sometimes included even contradicting elements. The Kim Jong Il era

can be defined as ‘the Adjusted Regime’.
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