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Abstract

A Study on Everyday Life in North Korea:
Meaning and Methodology

Park, Sun Song(Dongguk University)
Koh, Yu-Hwan(Dongguk University)

Hong, Min(Dongguk University)

This article is to emphasize a study on everyday life as a new
perspective of understanding North Korean society’s changes and
continuity. The importance of everyday life approach lies in both that
it proposes a new research paradigm for a new research area/subject and
that it improves existing methods of North Korean Studies. In fact,
the everyday life approach is based on the methodological self-reflection
on the tendency of prevailing North Korean studies, which placed
excessive emphasis on the leadership, ideology, and political system of
North Korea.

After we presented the necessity and possibility of a study on
everyday life in North Korea, we examined the points at issue

concerning everyday life approach. We also tried to deal with the
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meaning/direction and methodological problems of everyday life studies
on North Korea. The key claim of this paper is that a study on everyday
life dares to overcome the dichotomy between everyday-life and
non-everyday-life, between structure and action, between macroscopic

and microscopic, between domination and resistance.

Keywords: Everyday life, Methods of North Korean Studies, Methodol-
ogical Self-reflection, Dichotomy of structure and action,

Macro-structural changes and microscopic dynamics



