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Abstract

A Study on Everyday Life in North Korean
Market: Approaches and Tasks

Hong, Min(Dongguk University)

The academic discussion about North Korean market has continued
to be vigorous in 2000’s. However, most of the researches tend to
regard the market as not only just an economic area but also an area
of competition and confliction of political power. In addition, when it
comes to the definition of various terms related to the market, its
researches assumed ambiguous position, which means that they fail to
conclude its definition related to the market. Most importantly, they
do not effort to understand the market’s meaning in the level of the
social relation.

The object of this study is to think about the meaning of the
everyday life study when it comes to understanding North Korean
society’s change and continuance. In particular, I concentrate on the
methodology for the everyday life study. In order to do it, to begin

with, I tried to definite the concept of the everyday life in the market.



Second, how I can approach on the everyday life study. Last but not
least, I surveyed what kinds of studies and how many studies related
to the everyday life in the market there are.

In conclusion, the everyday life study in the market helps scholars
for North Korean studies to understand the market’s role when it
comes to the social relations. In other words, the best advantage of the
everyday life study is allowing scholars for North Korean studies to
understand various social relations the market provides. It means that
multifarious activities of North Korean in the market will play a key

role in changing the North Korea society.
Keywords: Everyday life study, Market, Marketplace, Market mecha-

nism, Market economy, Market system, Social relation,

Methodology
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