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Abstract

Party Policy Slogans and Middle School Ethnic
Music Education in the Kim Jong Un Era

Bae, Thngyo(Gyeongin National University of Education)

This article examines aspects of the Korean Workers” Party’s policy
slogans in the Kim Jong Un era related to arts and education of the
people and the application of the slogans in textbooks, as well as the
contents of the national music education in the middle school
curricullum among the revised textbooks in North Korea.

Since 2012, Kim Jong Un’s innovative policies and slogans have been
applied to education policies and the arts. In particular, socialist
civilization, Kim Jong II’s patriotism, cultural and education power, and
socialist competition resulted in and promoted ‘our state first’ principles
presented in 2019.

Following this, the study examines the application of party policy
in middle school music textbooks revised during the Kim Jong Un era
and the contents of national music education. Findings suggest that,
in the Kim Jong Un era, the establishment of national status and

patriotism rather than globalization or being world-class are being
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emphasized. Also, music contents emphasize domestic music rather than
foreign musical content, and Kim is trying to establish a national

tradition not on folks songs of the past but on newly created folk songs.

Keywords: socialist civilization, patriotism, ‘our state first” principle,
middle school, music textbook, ethnic music education,

newly created folk songs, ethnic tradition



