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Abstract

Reconstruction of “Choson-ot Tradition” in the

Kim Jong-un Era

Park, MinJu(Sookmyung Women’s University)

This study focuses on the traditional-clothing policy and analyzes the
North Korean authorities’ reconstruction work of “Choson-ot tradition”
during the Kim Jong-un era. Since Kim Jong-un took power, the
authorities have expanded the scope of the “Choson-ot tradition” and
allowed men’s traditional clothing, royal court costumes and accessories
that had been excluded from the tradition. Rather than a preemptive
measure, a series of “Choson-ot tradition” reconstructions has emerged
in response to social changes such as individualistic lifestyle,
development of consumer culture, and market bias and stratification of
capital. Anti-feudalism, which has been the basis of the “Choson-ot”
tradition for the past 70 years, has been quietly deleted in the process,
and the boundary of the gender dichotomy surrounding traditional
clothes has also become somewhat blurred. The “Kim Il-sung ethnic”

tradition, which the North Korean authorities have upheld, has only
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become vulnerable to maintaining its outer space by people relying on
the markets to meet their needs. At the same time, the North Korean
authorities are facilitating tradition as ‘form’ among individuals
dispersed in the markets, calling individualizing individuals in the name
of ‘ethnicity’. The reorganization of the “Choson-ot tradition” clearly
illustrates the fracture in North Korean society and the attempts to

address it after Kim Jong-un took power.

Keywords: Hanbok in North Korea, Choson-ot, North Korean

tradition, reconstruction of tradition, traditional-clothing

policy
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