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Abstract

The Zhuzixué Approach—DPRK Children’s

Literature Research Methodology

Ma, Sungeun (Zhejiang Normal University)

This paper presents a new research methodology called ‘the Zhtizixué
approach’ for reading the DPRK system, specifically its children’s
literature. “The Zhiizixué approach’ is not a research methodology that
seeks to define the DPRK per se, but rather to understand it. Just as
the works of the Choson Dynasty reflect Zhiizixué values, works of the
DPRK reflect Kimilsungist —Kimjongilist values. As the value and
meaning of a work of the Choson Dynasty should not be denied or
disparaged because of its expression of Zhfizixué values, when
evaluating a work of the DPRK one should not deny or denigrate the
value and meaning of the work because it contains expressions that
reflect Kimilsungist —Kimjongilist values and policies of the Workers’
Party of Korea (WPK) and the state. If one acknowledges that a work
reflects the policies of the WPK and the state, and if one pays attention

to its expressions or imagination power, one can find the true meaning
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and value of the work.
Keywords: The Zhiizixué approach, DPRK children’s literature,

research methodology, DPRK system, children’s literature in

the unification era
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