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Abstract

Politics of Survival II: North Korea’s ‘Factory
Society” and Workers in the Period of
Experimentation with the Socialist Enterprise

Responsibility Management System

Kim, Whasoon(Hanshin University)

In North Korea, what solution has the Socialist Enterprise
Responsibility Management System offered for the unpaid work of
workers over the past 20 years? This study identifies the true nature
of the socialist enterprise responsibility management system from the
perspective of workers who experienced ‘factory society’ between 2010
and 2019. To this end, the study employs a framework based on the
concept of Park Hyung-joong’s “Organizational Living Society” and an
approach based on ‘institutional ethnography’. During this period of
experimentation, factory society is characterized by strong party power,
frequent replacement of managers, and capture of factory enterprises
by a ‘money-power actors network’. This suggests that the emergence

of the socialist enterprise responsibility management system was a

116 $Ci=sted 2020 - 23H 15



realistic step to posthumously recognize the existence and power of the
‘Donju-power actor network,” which governs the state-owned
enterprises of local industries. The stratification of labor was facilitated
by cracks in social organization and discriminatory operation of the
public rationing system. The reason for granting to companies the
‘power to control labor’ is aimed at controlling the transition of the

labor market of factory workers who have been pushed to the periphery.

Keywords: worker, factory society, Socialist Enterprise Responsibility
Management System, organized living society, Donju, day

laborer, stratification of labor, transition.
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