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Abstract

Teacher Reappointment and Retraining
Experience of the Unified Germany:

Lessons for a Unified Korea

Kim, Hyunchul (Sungkyunkwan University)

Lee, Woo Young (University of North Korean Studies)

This study examines the process of teacher integration and the criteria
for dismissal and reappointment of teachers in Vietnam, Yemen, and
Germany following each country’s unification. The purpose of this study
is to find lessons for teacher reappointment and retraining in a future
unified Korea. Germany was the only country which experienced
teacher dismissal and retraining after unification. The study examines
the dismissal criteria, retraining system, methods, programs, and
institutions for the teacher retraining of the unified Germany. The
number of teachers expected to be dismissed, and the reappointed
teachers after reunification were reviewed along with the number of new
teachers in unified Korea considering the difference in the number of

students per teacher. The immediate and systematic education in the
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unified country is necessary even if the entire society undergoes radical
changes with unification. The study recommends the operation of
curriculum research groups and mutual exchange of teacher training

programs between the two Koreas.

Keywords: unified Korea, teacher, reappointment, retraining
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