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Abstract

A Research on Changes in Tourism Resources in the
Pyeongyang Region of North Korea: In the Focus
of Connection with Changes of North Korean

Society

Kim, Han Gyu(Korea Tourism Organization)

This research aims to study changes in tourism resources in the
Pyeongyang region of North Korea and to analyze the ground of the
changes in connection with the transition of the North Korean society.
First, the categories of tourism resources are being identified which
could indicate changes of it. Tourism resources are being classified into
natural resources, cultural resources, resources with propaganda system,
society system, art and other social resources, shopping and epicurism
resources, industrial and recreational resources. Changes in each decade
starting from 80s to 2010s are also being studied. The result of the
study suggests that tourism resources with propaganda system has been

used as core regardless of time period taking up the greatest portion
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of all other resources. However, the North Korea gradually started to
make more use of shopping and epicurism resources and recreational
ones as well as the social system resources. In 2010, changes became
more visible which is assumingly resulted by Kim Jeong Eun’s regime.
In need of legitimacy of the power, the regime has been trying to show
its future vision through politics for people and common people friendly
images. In line with it, the regime initiated the building of the
infrastructures of recreational and shopping and epicurism tourism
resources which was aimed to lure foreign tourists to Pyeongyang.
Foreign tourists walking in Pyeongyang could surely make contributions
to the regime stability. In a closed society like the North Korea,
attracting of foreign tourists could be a double wedged weapon.
However, disadvantages seem to have been minor in the Kim’s regime.
Foreign currency brought up by shopping, epicurism and recreational
resources could be one the of reasons why they are being put more
emphasis on. Changes in tourism resources could be revealed through
inspective observation and the study of it no longer has significance just
in the field of tourism resources but in understanding of changes in

the country’s changes themselves.

Keywords: North Korean Tourism, North Korean outbound tourism,
Kim Jeong-eun’s regime, politics for people, tourism

resources in the Pyeongyang region
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