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Abstract

Legal situation and character of Japanese in
North Korea after liberation (1945-1948): Based

on the discriminatory treatment of North Korea

Kim, Taeyoon (University of Seoul)

The paper aimed to examine the situation of Japanese in Chosun who
have been studied as colonizers/rulers since 1945. As of August 15,
1945, Japanese who had lived on the Korean Peninsula changed in
position into subjects from rulers. In the changed world, Japanese
rapidly returned to their country or were confined in prisons as
prisoners. In addition, based on the 38 parallel, the situations of the
Japanese in the northern area and those in the southern area developed
in a different way gradually. This article intends to examine in priority
‘Japanese in the northern area.” There is lack of studies on Japanese
in the northern area compared to when studies on Japanese in Chosun
were well advanced during the Japanese occupation. The reason is that
there was not enough data because keeping a record of their existence

in the North Korea was disliked, and that even the Japanese who
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returned to Japan after remaining in the North Korea did not want
the memory of the North Korea left on record due to ideological issues.
This article has the primary purpose to reproduce the then situation
of the Japanese in the northern area. Especially, it intends to determine
how they were treated by the North Korea, whether there was
discrimination in the treatment, and what the reason would be if there
was within legal limits that can be said to be objective. It is expected
that this analysis will enable us to examine how flexibly the political
situation of the North Korea that had been focused on ‘Kim Il-sung’
and the Soviet army applied, not simply historical description of the

Japanese in the northern area.

Keywords: Japanese technician in North Korea, Japanese in North
Korea, North Korea’s judiciary system, North Korea’s
criminal law, discriminatory treatment of North Korea,

vicious crime



