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Abstract

North Korean Political System and
the Habits of Heart: The functions of Juche
Ideology and Sinso

Kim, Sung Kyung(University of North Korean Studies)

This research aims to analyse those ‘habits of the hearts’ among
North Koreans that are closely related to the political system of North
Korea. In particular, North Koreans’ hearts and minds are facilitated
with Sinso, a peculiar political institution for the direct communication
between the Suryong and the people. Juche ideology, the political
ideology of North Korea, also contributes to construct the current sets
of North Koreans” habits of the heart. With the high impacts of Juche
ideology, North Koreans construct their distinctive habits of the heart
so as to regulate everyday life. For example, North Koreans highly value
the leader over others in all aspects although they may not have the
chance to meet him at all in their lifetime. Although the leader remains
in a symbolic world, North Koreans feel a connection to him by

practicing various institutions and rituals as analyzed in the case of
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Sinso. However, recent changes in society such as marketization have
great impacts on North Koreans’ hearts and minds, but their habits
of hearts as a norm are not radically transformed as the political system
and its operation remain the same. Rather North Koreans’ habits of

the heart function to sustain the status quo of North Korean society.

Keywords: Sinso, Juche ideology, habits of the heart, North Koreans’

mind and heart, marketization
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