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A Study on Kim Jong II's Leadership Succession
Process: The Supreme People’s Assembly Election
in December 1972

Kim, Sangbum (Kyungnam University)

The purpose of this study is to analyze and evaluate the political
implications of the December 12, 1972 Supreme People’s Assembly
(SPA) election in the process of Kim Jong II's succession to power.
Specifically, Kim 1l Sung’s candidacy for the 216th constituency of the
SPA proves that it was based on data released to the entire party and
the masses that Kim Il Sung effectively nominated Kim Jong Il as his
successor. Kim Il Sung was nominated in the electoral district 216th
Huichon in the December 12, 1972 SPA election and made it clear to
the entire party and the people that running in this constituency was
his intention. North Korea publicized the 216th constituency as the
“second Pyongyang” and the “future of Choson,” and the people of the
Huichon region unusually vowed allegiance to Kim 1l Sung during the
election process. It is believed that Kim 1l Sung implicitly agreed with

the campaign of political symbolization of ‘216" — a number associated
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with Kim Jong Il — which has continued since February 1968, and
revealed to the entire party and the masses through his political
intentions that he had effectively nominated Kim Jong Il as his

successor.

Keywords: Kim Jong I, leadership succession process, 216, political

successor, 1972 Supreme People’s Assembly election.
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