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Abstract

Internalization of Socialist Lifestyle and Cultural
Habits: Focusing on the Change and spreading of

the ‘Superstition Culture’ in North Korean

Kwon, Hyeokhui (University of Seoul Museum)

Recently, it is easy to hear about the prevalence of superstition
culture among North Koreans through the oral story of defectors and
the press. However, the spread of superstition culture can be said to
be a part of the life culture that has been handed down from the time
before that the culture of the jangmadang system has been newly
created. The strong norm of socialist lifestyle has attempted to
extinguish past cultural practices such as superstition culture into an
ideological order, but it can be said that it has continued through
concealed forms and diverse cultural transformations in everyday life
realm. In particular, it contains implications of the cultural response to
solve the hardships of reality of North Koreans that facing the

marketization of ‘from below’ and inner problems such as anxiety in
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the mind.

Keywords: cultural customs, socialist lifestyle, jangmadang system,

marketization from below, superstition culture, ancestor rites



