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Abstract

A Study of Relations Between Police and Civilians

in North Korea in the Transition Period

Kwak, Myeong-Il(Yonhapnews)

This paper is the study of North Korean police, officially called the
Ministry of People’s Security(MPS) in the period of transition from Kim
Jong 1l era to that of Kim Jong Un, i.e. from the currency reform of
2009 up to 2015.

The author studied how and in which cases service personnel of the
MPS interact with civilians, as well as their complex relations in general.
Furthermore, this paper deals with governmental policies aimed to
suppress the increasing levels of corruption within the MPS, which seem
to be very ineffective and fail to achieve its goal due to passive resistance
from both MPS service personnel and civilians. Since the government
failed to reform the welfare system for policemen as well, its control
over the MPS seems to be weakening, whilst connection between

policemen and ordinary people in North Korea—growing stronger.
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