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Abstract

A Dialogue Between 25 Years: The Late Professor
Ryoo Kihl-jae and the People’s Committee

Kang, Eungcheon(University of North Korean Studies)

As a professor at the University of North Korean Studies and former
ROK Minister of Unification, the late Professor Ryoo Kihl-jae made
significant contribution in both theory and practice to the progress of
inter-Korean relations. One of his first theoretical achievements, a
doctoral dissertation titled, “A Study on the People’s Committee in
State Building in North Korea, 1945-1947” (1995), contains important
questions to help one understand North Korea. In the mid-1990s, when
North Korea’s Sovietization was widely regarded, he emphasized the
spontaneity of the People’s Committee and the autonomy of North
Korean political forces. His argument was based on the uniqueness of
North Korea after liberation, when the Party’s influence was relatively
weak and the self-sustaining capacity of the People’s Committee was
strong. Professor Ryoo argued that Kim Il Sung cleverly discovered and
utilized the possibility of the People’s Committee to establish a strong

nation, then strengthened the Party’s control and neutralized the
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People’s Committee. Ryoo, however, mistakenly replaced the
relationship between the People’s Committee (state), and the Party with
the relationship between civil and political society. His doctoral thesis
also ovetrlooked the understanding and analysis of socialist political
theory, especially the relationship between power and executive organs,
which should have preceded in evaluating the People’s Committee. The
task of advancing the objective understanding of North Korea to the
next level through careful study on the historical origins and transition
process of the People’s Assembly and the People’s Committee is now
entirely left to his fellow scholars and juniors. Rest in peace, Professor

Ryoo Kihl-jae.

Keywords: Ryoo Kihl-jae, state, Sovietization, People’s Committee,

People’s Assembly, state power organ, executive organ,
y

Workers’ Party of Korea, supreme leader
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