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Abstract

The Significance and Tasks of the Internal
Viewpoint in the Study of North Korean Human
Rights

Bo-Hyuk Suh(Hanshin University)

The purpose of this research is to revisit the contentions on the
viewpoints of North Korean studies and to draw some implications for

the study of North Korean human rights.

As a result of this study, it has been found that looking at things
from an internal point of view is useful when critically analyzing
North Korea’s actions from its principles and intentions. In practice,
the human rights situation in North Korea is not necessarily positive
according to North Korea’s own viewpoint of human rights and
related laws and institutions. At the same time, it could be said that
North Korea itself can improve the situation in some areas. On the
other hand, the internal point of view is limited in that it cannot
grasp the whole situation of human rights in North Korea, nor can

it find a complete solution for improving the situation. Therefore,



internal and external viewpoints can be mutually complementary for
these tasks. As an example, the two points of view can be applied
simultaneously in explaining the North Korean implementation of the

International Convention on Human Rights.

This study does acknowledge that a logical discord between the
two viewpoints does exist, and a limited definition of human rights
that excludes “Third Generation” rights also must be dealt with. A
search for a more accurate definition of the concept involved and

further case studies are recommended.

Key Words: North Korean human rights, internal/external points of

view, International Convention on Human Rights
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