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Abstract

Application and Trend of Researches on North
Korean Refugees as a Method of North Korea
Studies

Eun-Mee Jeong(Researcher in Modern History lostitution, Sociology)

Recently emerging researches on North Korean refugees follow two
past methodological discussions in North Korea studies. One was the
discussion on considering North Korea studies as a field of social
science and pursuing positive methodology of them in the early 1970s.
The other is the debate on the immanent approach that had developed
from the late 1980s until the middie of 1990s.

Positivism-orientated studies on North Korea require to get out of
the existing research method heavily depending on literature and
materials, but in the circumstance where the access to materials and
objects were limited, researches on North Korean refugees has been
emerging as an alternative method. Now their testimony becomes an
important source as materials or evidence in North Korea studies.

I attempted to classify a lot of researches using North Korean

refugee’s testimony into four types. First, the ‘report’ type has the
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advantages of describing and conveying North Korean reality vividly,
but it cannot satisfactorily explain the structure of the society. Second,
the ‘partly verifying’ type is useful to confirm or find the facts or
information in the micro level that it is difficule to grasp through the
research of literature, but this type has been limitedly used to confirm
or verify the informal sectors in socialist North Korea. Third, the
‘analysis’ type is the main method used to analyze or explain the
system, institutions, or organizations in North Korea, but most of the
studies have adopted this type along with the research of literature.
Finally, the ‘oral’ type has the advantage of conveying the facts as it
is without intervention of researcher’s value, but this type is not
broadly introduced into the studies on a variety of fields in North
Korea yet.

Although researches on North Korean refugees have some problems
to resolve as the method of North Korea studies, while they have a lot
of availability and the value as empirical approach in the situations

limited the access to North Korea society.
Key Words: methodological discussion, positivism, immanent approach,

North Korean refugee, report type, partly-verifying type, analysis

type, oral type, empirical approach
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