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Abstract

How to Perceive the Language Differentiation
between the Two Koreas

Seok-Hyang Kim(Ewha Womans University,

Ewha Institute of Unification Studies)

Today, 60 years after the division of the Korean peninsula, a
pervasive myth spread across the South Korean society: that is, “the
language differentiation between the two Koreas is serious enough to
hinder communication.” Many Korean linguists as well as media
specialists argue that Korean language is divided between the South
and the North to the extent that people from the both sides “have to
seek a translator in order to communicate.” The question of this study
is: Is it true that the Korean language has become differentiated that
much?

For this study, the researcher interviewed two different groups, the
South-North experts in the South and the North Korean defectors
(“new settlers”), and asked them how they perceive the degree of
language differentiation between the two Koreas and what would be

the reason of their opinions. As a result of the comparative analysis,
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this ‘study found that these two groups have remarkably different
opinions in regard to the degree of language differentiation. The
South-North experts in the South are likely to think that the degree
is not serious at all; some of them even say that the differentiation
itself is a fun to play with. Meanwhile the North Korean “new
settlers” feel that the language differentiation is serious enough for
them to have trouble with adjusting to their new life in South Korea.
The reasons for such difference in perception, therefore, needs to be

analyzed from various perspectives in the future.

Key Words: language differentiation between the two Koreas, degree
of language differentiation, cognitive differences between groups,
North Korean new settlers(North Korean defectors), experts in

the two Koreas’ relations
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