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Abstract

Study on War Command Structure of the North
Korean Army During the Initial Period of the

Korean War

Jae-Hong Ko(The Research Institute for International Affairs)

The purpose of this article is to reveal the one-man leadership
system of supreme commander of the Korean People’s Army during
the initial period of Korean War. North Korea’s Supreme People’s
Assembly formed the supreme headquarters and appointed Kim
I-Sung as the supreme commander of the Korean People’s Army on
July 4, 1950. The reason was firstly need to reorganize existing North
Korean Army’ command structure against long war. Secondly that
need to cushion Committee on Military Affairs’ burden which achieve
the war as unific without front and rear segment.

There are little materials connected with Supreme Commander of
the Korean People’s Army. But, when see on his command examples
in wartime, we can draw several characteristics as follows; (1) North

Korea’s conduct of war system could be characterized as the system of
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the tripartite role division among the party, military committee, and
supreme commander. (2) Speak more strictly, it can be Conduct of
War system of the supreme commander center. For that reason, the
North Korean Army was situated under one-man leadership system of
the supreme commander and not collective leadership system. (3)
Supreme Commander of the KPA in the initial period of the war took
complete charge military operation and exercised prerogative of

supreme command for all force of arms in North Korea.

Key Words: Korean War, Supreme Commander of the Korean
People’s Army, Command Structure, Supreme Headquarters,

Worker’s Party Central Committee, Committee on Military

Affair
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