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5) Myron Rush, Political Succession in the USSR(New York: Columbia University
Press, 1965); Myron Rush, How Communist States Change Their Rulers(Ithaca
and London: Cornell Univ. Press, 1974).
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Rules and the Soviet Political System”, Soviet Studies, Vol. XM, No. 2
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9) Myron Rush, How Communist States Change Their Rulers, p. 17.
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15) Myron Rush, How Communist States Change Their Rulers, p. 25.
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Issues and Prospect of Power Succession in
North Korea

Song Jung Ho(KINU, Political Science)

As media and newspaper have been flooded with reported rumor
and articles about power succession from North Korean leader Kim
Jung 1Il, generating great interest in this issue not only in relevant

authorities but also among the general public.

However, the approach shown in such rumors and reports seems to
fail to explain the issue and provide prospects in an objective and
scientific way. Besides the fact that they provided analysis by
overinterpreting  some signs of power transfer, they lacked
considerations in the difference in conditions and environment of power

succession between the present and the future.

This paper analyzes key issues of power succession in North Korea,

and provides a future outlook based on the analysis. In the study, the
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author compared power succession in North Korea to actual cases of
power succession in socialist states. The mode of initiation of power
succession, power succession process and the subsequent change in the
power structure, factors determining the succession, and the succession
crisis were covered, borrowing the analysis framework of Myron Rush
to explain key issues of power succession in North Korea, with two
assumptions of conventional succession process and sudden retirement

of Kim Jung IL

Key words: power succession, mode of initiation of power succession
,
power succession process, factors determining the succession, succession

Ccrisis
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