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The Issues and Present Condition of the Studies

on North Korean Literature

Young Sun Jeon(Research Professor,

Asia-Pacific Research Center, Hanyang Univ., North Korean Literature)

North Korean literature has rarely been a subject for study due to
the political circumstances of cold war since the division. Studies on
North Korean literature started in the 1980s and got an important
momentum after lifting of the ban on the politically converted writers
in 1988. Since then detente between North and South Korea has done
much for a wider range of sympathy on the necessity to activate
North Korean studies. Nevertheless, the studies on North Korean
literature have not developed into a concrete field of objective and
systematic study.

The studies on North Korean literature, rather, repeat temporal ups
and downs according to social and political atmosphere. This is partly
because access to data has not been easy and also because the

literature in North Korea has contained inordinate political meanings.
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It was after 2000 when objective approaches to North Korean
literature appeared. Before then the studies on North Korean literature
had not overcome the gap between the time of writing and that of
analysis. It was not until late in the 1990s that the studies started to
deal with the literacure of 1970s and today.

One of the fundamental reasons why the studies on North Korean
literature have been underdeveloped is that the researchers are
incessantly required to catch political situations and meanings.
Catching the meanings related the political situation has been an
essential matter which can not be solved by rough compromise. Since
the views of art and literature in North Korea are closely related to
politics, it is almost impossible to explain the North Korean literature
without analyzing its socio-political meanings.

In order to activate the studies on North Korean literature,
researchers should renounce their self-centered understanding and

attempt to take reciprocal attitudes.

Key Words: North Korean literature, National literature, Unitied
history of literature, History of Chosun literature, Issues of studies on

literature, Tasks for studies on literature
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