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Abstract

Noth Korea’s Military Capability
and Military Threats Revisited

Taik-young Hamm(Kyungnam Univ., Political Science)

There exists an “asymmetric military balance,” or a “balance of
threat” between the two Koreas. The more affluent South is superior
in conventional war-fighting capabilities, while the North has recently
invested its limited resources in strategic deterrents, namely weapons of
mass destruction. Some popular measures of military capability are
misleading. First, “forces-in-being” does not faithfully reflect milicary
capabilities of the two Koreas since they do not include mobilization
potential. Second, the “bean-counting” methodology or firepower
scores, such as ADE, DEF, or Chonryok Jisoo (Combat Capabilicy
Coefficients), does not fully represent the capabilities of forces-in-being.
They are not the “stock” but “flow” of firepower. Third, milicary
capital stock, or “cumulative defense expenditures with depreciation” is
the best single measure of military capabilities as it represents the
human, material and organizational components in terms of factor
costs. The South has led the North in military capital stock since the
mid-1980s. The Soviet-type weapons of the Korean People’s Army are

definitely inferior to the ROKA’s in quality (both performance and



reliability) and overall effectiveness. Fourth, some pessimistic war game
outcomes which suggest the fall of Seoul within two weeks are based
on a next-to-impossible worst case scenario: no warning time and the
unlimited use of chemical agents by the KPA. The alleged threat of
the long-range artillery to Seoul is also much overrated. To summarize,
the recent alarms of North Korean military threats are nothing more
than another “national security game” that emphasizes military
preparedness, increased defense spending, and a strong alliance with

Washington.
Key words: military capability, North Korea; Korean arms race; North

Korea’s threat; chonryok jisoo, war game, Korea; military capital

stock.
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