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North Korea’s Life Security System for

Residents and Re-formation of the Urban Social
Stratification Structure in the 1990s

—Focusing the Cities of Sinuiju, Chungjin and Hyesan

Woo Gon Chung(IFES of Kyungnam Univ., Political Science))

Bringing the cases of Sinuiju, Chungjin and Hyesan in North Korea
into focus, this research is to explain the collapse of North Korea’s life
security system for residents and the resulting re-formation and newly
faceted specialization of the social stratification structure in the 1990s.
One of the characteristics took place in North Korea of 1990s was
breakdown of ‘life security system for residents’-food rationing, secured
cost of living (wage system), gratuitous medical treatment, pension for
the old-due to the economic hardship. Urban residents’ arbitrary
groping for the means of survival has given rise to the changes of the
social stratification structure to a certain extent.

The possibility of formation of ‘the new middle stratification’ has
been perceived due to the factors of the collapse of food rationing

system, activated urban farmers’ market, individual economic ability.

124 SOISBIIT 2004 - 73 28



And relative deprivation of the intellectual stratification (the existing
middle stratification) has augmented. Against this backdrop, the
tendency of re-formation of social stratification in the urban area

incorporates the chances of promoting the social change from bottom.

Key Words: life security system for residents, social security by the

state, social stratification, farmers’ market, Sinuiju, Chungjin, Hyesan
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