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Al
Absorace

North Korea's Perception toward the United States

Young Soo Kim(Sogang Univ))

Since the division of the Korean Peninsula, North Korea has kept
up an unending diatribe against the American ‘Imperialism’ in Korea.
North Korea has continuously demanded the immediate withdrawal of
U.S. troops from Korea, based on the premise that U.S. troops are the
greatest single obstacle to reunification,

For North Korea, the task of national unification is not
‘reintegration of a divided nation’ in a literal sense. Instead it is an
issue of ‘completion of national liberation’. The North Koreans argue
that in 1945 only the northern half of the Korean Peninsula was
liberated from Japanese colonial rule, because in the South the
American imperialists replaced the Japanese as colonial ruler and the
United States still keeps troops there,

In the eyes of North Korea, the South Korean government is
nothing more than a puppet regime run by the ‘Yankee Imperialists
lackies” who serve only the interests of the United States. Thus
according to the North Korean argument, the real issue is to expel the

American colonial rulers from South Korea and thereby achieve the

g3o] o) ety 51



liberation of the South.

The purpose of this paper is to answer related questions such as:
What are the causes of North Korean hostilities toward the United
States? What are the features of North Korea’s hostile perceptions of
the United States?

In conclusion, there has been no change in North Korean hostilities
toward the United States despite efforts to improve relations between
the two countries in the post-cold war period. North Korea’s hostile
perceptions of the United States are not likely to change as long as

the North’s existing system is maintained.

Key Words : hostile perception of the United States, North Korean

strategy to survive, DPRK foreign policy, misperception, defectors
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