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{Abstract)
A Comparative Study on ‘The Basic Law of the Sinuiju
Special Administrative Region”

Wan Sik Hong ( National Assembly Library )

The national economy of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
(DPRK) is a planned economy. State enterprises are the basic economic unit.
However, .due to North Koreas continuing economic crisis, it has issued new
laws and regulations concerning the promotion of external economic
cooperation. The principal ‘new laws are the Equity Joint Venture :Law(1984,
1994), the Foreign Investment Law(1992), the Foreign Enterprises iLaw(1992,
1999), the Rajin-Sonbong Free Economic and Trade Zone Law(1993), and the
Contractional Joint Venture Law(1995).

Recently the legislative Supreme People’s Assembly Presidium on September
12, 2002 issued the Basic Law of the Sinuiju Special Administrative Region as
a decree for setting up a special administrative region. The Sinuiju Special
Administrative Region is a Hong Kong-type special zone in Sinuiju City,
located at the estuary of the Amrok(Yalu) River bordering on China across
Dandong.
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According to the Sinuiju Basic Law, the Special Administrative Region shall
be endowed with legislative, executive and judicial powers. In addition, the
region shall maintain an independent legal system for 50 years, until
December 31, 2052. The governor of the Sinuiju Special Administrative Region
shall represent the special administrative region. Under the law, no state and
government organs shall interfere in the region’s affairs, and the region’s
external activities can be developed within limits approved by the state.

The Sinuiju Basic Law guarantees more autonomy and independency to the
region than the Rajin-Sonbong Law. The structure of the Sinuiju Basic Law is
similar to the structure of the Constitution of DPRK(1998) and the contents
of the Sinuiju Basic Law is similar to the contenes of the Hong Kong Basic
Law.

Both basic laws say that the state shall provide an investment environment
and conditions for economic activities for businesses, and encourage the
autonomous organ to pursue a variety of social and cultural policies. Both
laws also stipulate that the central government shall protect private assets and
guarantee the right to inherit property in the special administrative regions.

There are differences between the both basic laws : under Article 5 of the
Hong Kong Basic Law “The socialist system and policies shall not be practised
in the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, and the previous capitalist
system and way of life shall remain unchanged for S0 years”, the central
government guarantees ‘one country, two systems’ in Hong Kong. In contrast,
Article 3 of the Sinuiju Basic Law states the “Republic shall not change the
legal system of the Sinuiju Special Administrative Region for 50 years”, the
central government of DPRK guarantees only another ‘legal system’ in Sinuiju.

Unlike the Sinuiju Basic Law, the Hong Kong Basic Law prescribes
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Non-governmental Organization in fields such as education, medicine and
health, culture, art, recreation, sports, social welfare and social work.

Both basic laws prescribe fundamental rights and duties for the residents. In
accordance with Article 39 of the Hong Kong Basic Law, the provisions of
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and international labour
conventions are valid in Hong Kong. The Sinuiju Basic Law, on the other

hand, makes no mention of these international conventions.
Key Words : Sinuiju Special Administrative Region, Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region, Rajin-Sonbong Free Economic and Trade
Zone, Sinuiju Basic Law, Hong Kong Basic Law
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