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<Abstract>
The Restructuring of the North Korea's Power Structure and the Emerging
unique ideology in 1960 : from Limited Pluralism to Unique System

Lee, Sung-Hyun(National Assembly Library, Poltical Science)

The year 1967 provides a clue to understanding 1960s’ North Korea. In
this year, North Korea showed a side of itself that was quite different from
its past self. For that matter, this paper looks at the 1960s by concentrating
on 1967 and comparing this year with those preceeding and following it.

North Korean society started with limited pluralism in the early 1960s.
This limited pluralism is represented by plural ideological theories, potentiality
of political factions, disagreement of unique tradition of revolution, and conflice
between policy lines.

However, the turning point of North Korea’s change to a
unique(monolithic) system of rule, with Kim Il Sung at the helm, took place
in 1967. Kim Jong Il played a main role in fashioning this unique system.
The ongoing purges of those who challenged Kim Il Sung’s rule came to a
climax in 1967. After this power struggle, the Korean Labor Party chose a

policy that would shape the socio-economic progress of the country. The
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primary cause of political change in 1967 was Kim II Sung himself. Kim
conducted a purge of the Kapsan faction members that opposed his system of
rule. The purge itself can be seen as a means to remove future challenges to
Kim’s political rule rather than a solution to the immediate challenge at the
time. Leading these efforts to purge Kapsan members was Kim Jong II, as he
targeted specific members for investigation, conducted those investigations
covertly, and collected incriminating information on them. By initiating the
purge, Kim Jong Il took charge of establishing the unique system and the
tasks that followed. Kim I! Sung’s success in establishing this unique system
after the purge was in part due to the land reform, reception of a socialist
system, and industrialization of the nation. He further systematized a unique
ideology called Juche as a means to justify his absolute rule. Political change
was made so that this unique ideology could be implemented, not the other
way around as is most naturally the case in most systems. In its initial stage,
Juche ideology’s external rather than internal demand was a more important
matter, with the opposite being the case during the establishing stage. As
political change in 1967 can be judged as an attempt to eliminate the Kapsan
faction and establish a monolithic system, ideology came to the fore via

internal demand.
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