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<Abstract>
The Labour Policy and People of North Korea in the 1960s

Lee, Seong BonglKorea Universty, Polical Science)

This paper analyzes North Korea’s labor policy and its impact on the
everyday lives of North Korean laborers and peasants during the 1960s. In
this period, characteristics of North Korean socialism were formed and
consolidated, characteristics like the unique ideological system called Jucbe,
deification of the supreme leader, highly organized and extended party system,
and highly stratified social classificarion and mobilization system. In this
regard, studies on contemporary North Korea should be preceded by analyses
of 1960s’ North Korean society.

Even though some works on 1960s North Korea have taken this
perspective, most of them have focused only on the volition of Kim Il-sung
and/or the top-ranked cadres and their policies without considering the
interests of the people who had practically supported the system. In this vein,
there is a great need to consider the ordinary lives of people and their
changing relationship with authority and the party-state system in order to

more fully understand the North Korean socialist system.
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This paper analyzes the labor policy and environment of North Korea in
the 1960s. First of all, by concentrating on the basic features of the socialist
production management system in North Korea, this paper looks into the way
the lives of the working class related to the overwhelming 'organization, such
as the party-state system. Second, the changes in the lives and consciousness
of laborers and peasants are given more serious attention via an examination
of discipline, circumstances, regimentation of forces, ideological education, and
wage system as they relate to labor. Third, the lives of workers, their
appreciation of and attitude toward the socialist system of the 1960s are
analyzed through an examination of the national economy and standards of
living.

One of the major findings of this research was that production sites in
1960s’ North Korea were not only places for material production, but also
places for remodeling and socialization of the people into “new socialist
individuals”. This means that as the mobilization and control for the labor
force maximized, North Korean people were already fully absorbed into the
party-state system and organization through ideological education and Chollima
movement. As a result, people were degraded and made into mere accessories
of the mighty party-state system without any supportive organization or

power. Thus, in the 1960s, “North Korean Socialism” was formed.

Keywords: North Korea, economy, labor, labor policy, labor discipline
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