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(Abstract)

Study on North Korea's IT Development Strategy
The Gap between Reality and Capability

Yoo Hyang Kim(National Assembly Library)

Research concerning North Korea’s informatization and IT strategy has
increased following the South-North summit talk on June 15, 2000. This
paper analyzes the evolution of North Korea’s IT strategy in the 21st century
from the viewpoint of its capability and limitations. North Korea’s IT sector
is considerably underdeveloped and weak. However, prior to the year 2000,
one of the chief objectives of North Korean policy has been to reasrange the
education system so as to develop human resources that can lead research
organizations in the IT sector.

It might not be easy to provide an obvious explanation of the direction and
substance of North Korea’s strategy. In a sense, the efforts to develop the IT
sector may be viewed as an attempt by North Korea to provide a short-term
fix to their immediate economic difficulties. This short-term experiment may

also serve North Korea with a long-term model for economic development.

Key Words : information on North Korea, IT, Strategy of IT development
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