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(Abstract)
Nationalism in North Korea : Past and Present

Young Chul Chung(Dongkuk University)

Nationalism in North Korea has shown dramatic changes since 1945. The
establishment of ‘Juche’ is arguably a historic turning point in North Korea.
In the early period, North Korean nationalism was similar to Stalinism in the
former Soviet Union. However, the declaration of ‘Jucke’ in 1955 and ‘Juche
/ine’(Juche nosun) in the 1960s changed the concept of nation in a North
Korean context. This does not mean that North Korea accepts and conceives
nationalism in a positive light, but rather conceives and uses it as a means to
promote ‘Socialist Patriotism’ or ‘Patriotism’.

Since 1960s, North Korea has begun to establish its own concept of nation
in the place of Stalinism. The common ‘language’ and ‘blood-relation’ were
the most essential concepts reflecting the particularity of the people on the
Korean peninsula.

In 1980s, the concept of nation was systemized. North Korea defined that
nation is a historical community based on a common language, blood relations

and place. The factors that caused the change in the concepts of nation and
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nationalism were the formulation and establishment Juche idealogy, division of
the peninsula and request for reunification, and change of external conditions.
Since the 1980s, North Korean Nationalism has been expressed as ‘Urisik
Socialism’ and ‘Uriminjok Jeiljui’. However, these should not be though of
only as a response to the crisis of socialism(i.e., collapse of Communist bloc)
because the formulation of the two began prior to the 1980s, especially in the
case of ‘Urisik Socialism’, which began in 1978. It is true, however, that
these concepts transformed to ‘regime-defense’ logic after the collapse of the
Communist bloc.

Nationalism, as it is understood in North Korea, underwent further
redefinition in the 1990s. In 1991, Kim, Il Sung distinguished ‘“true
nationalism’ from ‘bourgeois nationalism’, and furthermore, he contended that
true nationalism is progressive. However, as in its redefinition, North Korean
nationalism could be in conflict with South Korean nationalism, as is hinted
by the expression of ‘Kim Il Sung Nation’. The change of nation and
natiopalism in North Korea will have profound implications on the

construction of common socio-cultural values for reunification in future.

Key Words : nation, nationalism, Urisik socialism, Uriminjok Jeiljui, true

nationalism
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