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(Abstract)

Kim Jong Il's Military-First Politics :
Logic and Implications of the Policies

Seong Chang Cheong(Sejong Institute)

Kim Jong I’s military-first politics is defined as “a politics designed to
place importance on the army and to strengthen the military” in North Korea.
Two primary factors of its emergence are the shock of Kim Il Sung’s sudden
death in July 1994 and North Korea’s consciousness of their crisis situation
ever since. The military-first politics has become the main style of Kim Jong
I’s rule since January 1995, and the intensity of his military-related activities
has been dependent on the aggravation or amelioration of the international
environment.

The military-first politics stresses the unity of the Party, the military, the
people ; it also especially makes the military’s absolute faithfulness to the
Party’s great achievement as its main task. Also, it regards the military and
the people as ‘revolutionary comrades’, while it. emphasizes the people’s love
and support for the military. Furthermore, it contributes to the maintenance of

Kim Jong II's regime and the socialist system by stressing the military's
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unconditional loyalty to the ‘Suryong’(supreme leader) and the Party.

Kim Jong II’s military-first politics has changed his ruling style, which has
led to a formation of a political structure based centrally on the Party and
the military. The constitutional revision in 1998 assures the relative superiority
of the milicary over the government, whereas there have been no changes on
the principle of the Party’s direction. Because the military-first politics tends
to attach more importance on military affairs than on economic ones, it
inevitably sacrifices the people’s standard of living in order to increase national
defense power. However, it has had positive effects on the economy as well as
negative ones since it can justify mobilization of the military units for
large-scale construction projects.

While Kim Jong Il has utilized the military-first politics—an unavoidable
choice for the survival of the system—as an important means of negotiation
with other countries, he sometimes exaggerated his military ability in order to
strengthen his negotiation power. In several cases, this kind of behavior has
worked as against the DPRK-U.S. relationship.

Since 1999, Kim Jong Il has decreased his visits to the military sector,
while increasing visits to the economic sector. However, due to the hard-line
policy toward North Korea, taken by the Bush administration in early 2001,
Kim Jong Il is now pursuing his military-first politics again. Therefore, in the
long run, it is necessary to dissolve North Korea's feeling of insecurity by
ameliorating the DPRK-U.S. relationship in order to induce North Korea to
abandon the military-first politics and frame a new policy in a practic:ﬂ
direction.

Key Words : Kim Jong II, military-firse politics, party-military relations, North

Korea
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