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Abstract

Crime & Criminal Patterns in North Korea:

A Documentary Review

Youngho Kim(Yonsei University)

Yongho Kim(Yonsei University)

This study scrutinizes North Korea’s crimes and patterns by
reviewing North Korea’s official document published in 2009. Most
homicide cases shows society-wide lack of respect to human lives
because most cases started from burglary. The study also revealed that
economic crisis and malfunction of central distribution system
encouraged embezzlement of public resources and theft of public
materials either for private gains or for regular operation of collective
companies. In some cases, this leaded to serious discipline disruption,
low morale and corruption among public service officials. Overall, this
study encourages further scholarly observation on North Korea’s
criminal patterns and social trends through the analysis of criminal

activities reported by North Korea’s official documents.
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