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{Abstract)

The Origins of North Korea's New Unification Formula:
The Proposal for a Federation of Lower Stage

Wan Bom Lee (The Academy of Korean Studies, Political Science)

In 1991, Kim Il-sung revised his own plan of the Democratic Confederal
Republic of Koryo of 1980 with a loose form of confederation. This revision
was a result of the Reverend Moon Ik-whan’s Pyongyang visit in 1989.
Moon’s Third Stage Proposal for unification was originated from Kim
Dae-jung’s federation formula.

President Kim Dae-jung of South Korea and Kim Jong-il of the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea held historic summit talks in
Pyongyang on June 2000. The leaders of the South and the North
recognized that the meeting and the summit talks, the first since the
division of the country in 1945, were of great significance in - promoting

. mutual understanding, developing South-North relations and realizing a
peaceful reunification.

In this declaration Kim Jong-il finally conceptualized his father’s loose
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form of confederation into what is called a federation of lower stage. Thus,
the two Korea’s unification formula, the South’s confederation and the
North’s federation of lower stage, share a common ground in the provisional
process. Although the two formulas are dissimilar, éhey do mirror each other
in certain respects and may gradually allow for a convergence of the two in

the distant future.

Key Words: Federation of Lower Stage, Democratic Confederal Republic of
Koryo of 1980, A Loose Form of Confederation.
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