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23) Haruki Wada, “The Structure and Political Culture of the Kim Jong Il Regime : Its
Novelty and Difficulties”, North Korea in Transition and Policy Choices : Domestic Structure and
External Relations 7ol FEERAATE T3 A2, 1998. 5. 28~29).
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Holny A ngle) gkn AgHn Yok
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Ao Bz Hddel Adel dF AHBA, FAFYRFAE
Ao Aol FHAAREAEA o AMFeE A FUS Az

31) “¥Wzn A4 50 $ede EdE, FYdyes dud Aoza Y9
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1999 29 169 AWM. o] AMdE B3], ‘TALYAE “YEAE dT9 L AA
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{Abstract)

The Rise of an ‘Exceptional State: Militarism and the
Expanded Role of Korean People’s Army in North korea

Kil-Jae Ryoo (The Graduate School of North Korean Studies,
Kyungnam University, Political Science)

This article explores how the phenomena of Sowkun Jongchi [Milicary First
Politics] has influenced the changes of the North Korean political system.
Since the mid 1990s, Pyongyang has emphasized militaristic slogans, such as
Military First Politics, which allow the military, the Korean Peoples Army, to
lead and rule the country. The Military First Politics is applauded as a
distinct philosophy grounded in the teachings of Kim Jong I, supreme leader
of North Korea, and is said to be the most efficient and necessary policy
line to protect a country ensnared in severe hardships.

It is arguable that North Korea has shifted from a party-dominated state
to that of military domination. The Korean Workers Party (KWP) has
enormously increased its influence as well as multiplying its role, so that its
power and authority have overwhelmed the party and replaced the party, so
much so that it is the only supporting force for the Kim Jong Il regime.
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However, this view has been recently refuted. Although the position of the
KWP has improved, it is nothing but the military being a member of the
socialist party-state system, in which the military should obey party
guidelines, and party organs within the military supervises and concrols the
military.

This paper argues that the North Korean state is a militaristic one not
because the military outgrew the party but because the whole society is
dominated by the militaristic discourse, the government acted on the
militaristic logic, and the boundaries between society and the military became
ambiguous. It is obvious that the military is controlled by the party, but the

latter did its job according to the former’s logic.

Key Words: Exceptional State, Militarism, North Korea, Party-Military

Relations
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