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{Abstract)
The Ruling Ideology of North Korea: Continuity and
Change

Young Soo Kim (Sogang University, Political Science)

The North Korean state, lead by an official political ideology, states in its
constitution, “the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea is guided in its
activity by the chuch’e [juche] idea of the Workers’ Party of Korea.” Thus,
due to the institutionalization of the juche ideology and its overwhelming
practices, North Korea has created its own unique society.

In the past fifty-six years Kim I Sung and his son and successor, Kim
Jong-il, have made enormous efforts to make North Korea a socialist state.
Virtually the entire population has been re-educated to accept the juche
ideology as the sole value system. As a result, the North has been
transformed into one of the world’s most thoroughly socialized societies. In
North Korea, social changes are deliberated by the leaders with the desire of
transforming the people and the social structure into a preplanned mold. In

a word, the juche ideclogy is both the spinal cord and the skeletal structure
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of the entire social system.

Social changes, however, cannot be controlled entirely by political planners
1o ‘matter how carefully they may seek to manage affairs. There is a
powerful force called historical change that alters society, overwhelming
human control. Even revolutionary political ideologies are essentially
conservative and do not usually carry self-correcting mechanisms. Well-
formulated political ideologies are normative systems, in which prescriptions
for action are deduced from value judgements. These judgements reflect the
ideas of one era. However, once formulated they cannot be easily changed
because they are tied to so many interrelated derivative propositions.

Societies change, but not political ideologies. It is therefore inevitable that
conflict rises between societies and static political ideologies; the more rigid

the political ideology, the more severe the conflict.

Key Words: North Korea, Political Ideology, Thought of Kim Il-Sung,

juche ideology, Continuity, Change.
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