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(Abstract)
China's Military Participation in the Korean War

Yang Kui Shoung(History)

During the cold war, the Korean War, with the exception of the
Vietham War, was one of the most combative and fierce wars between
the Communists and Capitalists. Also, it was the sole military coilision
between the United States and the Peoples Republic of China since the
establishment of the PRC. In China, several decades of domestic
conflicts just ended and the internal situation was bad-terrible economic
difficulties and development lagged behind. Why did China fight
against the Superpower, the United States in the Korean War instead
of taking care of its internal problems? Much research on Chinas
participation in the War as well as prior to the cold war was done, but
it wasnt until the release of Russias top-secret documents that there
was any depth to the research. Still, there is a lack of a mulit-faceted

and diverse research from the Chinese scholars. With the evidence of
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the released documents, I will examine the reasons for Chinas military
participation in the Korean War.

During WWII, The United States adopted counter policies against
Russia in Berlin and the Korean peninsula through the occupation and
separation of both countries. Berlins containment of division also arose
on the Korean peninsula. Undeniably, after WWII, U.S.-Russias conflict
created tension on the Korean peninsula and increased the possibility
for new wars to develop in East Asia. Russia demonstrated a real
passivity in Berlins crisis, but on the Korean peninsula, Stalin urged
the protection of North Korea. Stalin agreed with Kim II Sungs
decision to reunify the Korean peninsula by any means, even military
measures and provided military support. After the outbreak of war on
June 25, the United States quickly intervened, and in the spring of
1951, the U.S. advance prevented Chinas takeover of Taiwan. Chinas
main strategy was to simultaneously act on both Taiwan and the
Korean Peninsula, but with United States involvement, intensifying the
conflict, China chose to focus only on the Korean peninsula. This
article proposes reasons for Chinas involvement in the Korean War, the
actions taken during the War, and that cease-fire was unavoidable.

The Communist partys involvement with the Korean War caused the
loss of opportunity to gain Taiwan, which created hostility for several
decades with the United States. Simultaneously, China suffered 500,000
casualties and exhausted nearly 2 billion dollars on military spending,
as well as indirect losses like economic and other figures hard to
count. No matter the nature of the war, even with the loss of time and

the point of the war, China profited from this war. First, Chinas prior
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lukewarm relations with Russia became strong and thus Russia
propelled the new Chinas economy drive forward and modernized and
developed its military. In addition, China pushed out the U.S. military
back toward the 38th parallel, thus demonstrated Chinas international
influence and gained a high reputation among its citizens. Most
importantly, the United States behavior towards China became cautious.
For several decades after the Korean War, many wars broke out,
including the Vietnam War, surrounding China, but the United States,
on the whole avoided intervention. Chinas security, for the most part,

benefited from it.

Key Words : the Korean War, China’s Participation.
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