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{Abstract)

“Official Knowledge” in North Korea, 1945~1950: An
Analysis of Elementary School Text Books

Lee Hyang Kyu(Seoul University, Education)

This paper attempts to address two questions. (1) How was “official
knowledge”, in this case school textbook content, selected and
controlled by the state apparatus? (2) What was the nature of this
textbook-based knowledge as applied to elementary school students?
Both of these questions are examined within the context of early state
formation in North Korea from 1945~1950. !

The state apparatus exercised control over the school curriculum at
all times and at all levels. The end of the colonial period in 1945 saw
the immediate introduction of a new, common school curriculum by
the Ministry of Education.

School textbooks, with accompanying teaching guides, were written
by authors selected by the ministry and censored before publication.

Teachers were required to adhere to these guides when creating lesson
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plans, and these plans were in turn either approved or censored by the
head teacher and school principal. Student progress was evaluated
through end of year national exams by the examining committee
comprised of local educational administrators, party members, and
representatives from various leagues, as well as the school teachers
themselves.

One of the principal aims of this process was to evaluate
classroom-based learning based on the students’ evolving political
attitudes and consciousness. This system, which sought to control
textbook and “official knowledge” from selection of material to
transmission and evaluation was established within the space of three
years.

Under this system of state control, textbooks sought to represent and
promote socialist ideas that could aid the wider process of state
formation underway in North Korea at this time. When characterizing
textbook content, a number of messages that become clearly visible
were the value of work (particularly manual labor) and loyalty to
leadership in the form of Kim Il Sung. In addition, through literary
texts, students were presented with a number of ideals and role
models-child soldiers (both boys and girls) who fought for their
country, “organic intellectuals” such as Russian socialist novelists and
scholars, and farmers and workers.

This powerful, centralized system of control over school and
textbook-based learning contributed to the education of the new society,
the members of which, it was hoped, would gradually internalize

socialist ideas and thus constitute a population who could sustain
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society in the future.

Key words : North Korean Education, Official Knowledge, Textbook.
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