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(Abstract)
The Study on Linguistic Strategy of Kim Il Sung's Speech

Jeon Mi Young(Academy of Korean Study, Political Science)

This paper examines North Korea’s linguistic persuasion strategy
used to justify Kim Il Sung’s absolute power. Kim Il Sung urged the
importance of public persuasion in a social revolution and construction
since his coming into power. Kim I Sung had used his own writing
style and speech skill to persuade people to support his policy and
absolute power effectively. Kim Il Sung regarded language as “an arms
of revolution” and “a means of thought-remolding.”

Kim's calculated speech styles consist of easiness, repetition,
metaphors, Korean language, statistics, and itemization. These speech
styles are intentional in order to persuade his people more easily. In
addition, Kim's speeches are the only reference books in North Korea.
Since the speeches of Kim Il Sung are the most important basis of
argument in North Korea, his speeches hold great authority.
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How is it that the North Korean people support absolute power?
Why do they not rebel against the political regime and their political
leader? The irony of North Korean politics is that it rests on the
consent of the governed. That is, the political leader of North Korea
has succeeded in public persuasion and has received the consent of the
people. Kim Il Sung, who knew ‘the power of lauguage’ better then
anyone else, concentrated his efforts on persuading the people from the
beginning of his reign.

His speech, with very carefully calculated language, could elicit
people’s consent from both the ruling class any the ruled.

Key Words : North Korea, Linguistic strategy, Public persuasion.
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