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{Abstract)
The North Korean Literature of the 1950s and Realism

Kim Seong Su(Sangmyung University, Literature)

This article analyzes the historical aspect of North Korean literature of
the 1950s, a time in which the damages of the Korean War were repaired
and the foundation of socialism was established. During this period, there
was a shift in government policy concerning literature as well as a the
reconstruction of the North Korean literary league, thus paving the way for
the diverse controversies of realism.

In 1953, a bitter “war’ against the remaining vestige of bourgeois
aesthetics, waged by a new group of writers, brought about the
establishment of socialist realism literature. The advocates of the socialist
realism literature, however, were criticized in 1956 for its “schematistic
fallacy” ; at the same time, the opponents of the socialist realism literature
were in turn attacked for their right-wing tendencies, which was understood
as “revisionism” by the advocates of socialist realism literature. Kim H
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Sung, who did not permit any criticism that would jeopardize his political
power, emphasized the propagandic aspect of literature by maintaining that
they should promote “chollimawoondong.” Consequently, the possibility for
the development of socialist literature was sharply diminished.

Key Words : North Korea, Literature, Realism
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