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{Abstract)

The Mentality of the North Korean People and Their
Social Integration

Choi Bong Dae(Kangwon University, Sociology)

This article examines the group ‘mentality’ of the North Korean people ;
a mentality said to constrain in the unconscious layer, their social
consciousness and attitude. The North Korea mentality integrates the people
and helps maintain social order. This paper will address the North Korean
mentality as catagorized into three aspects : the ‘collectivist’, ‘paternalistic’
and ‘self-reliant reunification’ orientations.

The ‘collectivist’ orientation had integrated the people with some
remarkable success because they realized that individual and collective
interests could exist simultaneously at the cost of certain self-sacrifices. A
good example of this can be found in the Chollima Movement of the late
1950's. However, the dichotomous boundary of the symbolic value system
in this orientation became unstable due to the warsening economic situation
of the society. The current food crisis has forced the people to seek an
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individualized family subsistence strategy to the detriment of ‘collectivism’
in the society.

The ‘paternalistic’ orientation has contributed to the stability of the
society by virtue of not only the maintenance of the basic living standard
but also the people’s positive evaluation of Kim II-Sungs leadership of
which the background is related to his career of the anti-Japanese activities
and the successfl postwar reconstruction. In this context the
self-purification capacity of the dichotomous symbolic system encourages
North Koreans to view their leader as a god. The so-called
‘on-the-spot-guidance’ has performed as a wvaluable link connecting the
people and the leader.

Owing to this peculiar psychological attitude, society has managed to
maintain cohesiveness in the face of the country's slow economic
deterioration. However, there are limits. This guidance and paternalism have
encroached steadily upon the people’s capacities to be autonomous and
self-reflective  subjects. As well, the ‘paternalistic’ mentality has been
maintained through a specifically personalized medium. Therefore, it is not
certain whether under Kim Jong-Il's regime the ‘paternalistic’ orientation can
be maintained as strongly as under his father’s regime.

The desire to achieve' self-reliant reunification’ has strongly integrated the
society. It has secured its resources and strength directly from the
ever-present military tension that exist on the divided peninsula. Fueled by
the collective memories of experiences they faced under Japanese colonial
rule and during the Korean War, North Koreans maintain their collective
desire for self reliance. The people have fought hand for their land, and
their acceptance of the symbolic value system and patriarchal leadership is
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forstered by the fear of losing the territory.

In the near fiture this orientation may continue to operate effectively as
long as the self-evident raison d'etre(the current division of the peninsula)
sustains its negative characteristicst. In this context it may be said that the
‘self-reliant reunification’ orientation in the people's mentality has been the
most important factor that has kept the ‘social calm’ even in the face of
mass starvation and poverty.

Key Words : North Korea, Mentality, Social Integration
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