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(Abstract)

North Korea's Political Changes and Power Realignment
in the 1950s following the Korean War Armistice

Baek Jun Kee(Hanshin University, Political Science)

This article focuses on North Korea in the 1950s following the Korean
War when the basic framework and political mechanism of the current
North Korean socialist regime were formulated. The purpose of this paper is
to shed light on : how the political actors of high politics in the North
recognized the realistic problems facing them at that time ; how resolving
problems evolved and erupted political rivalry and conflicts ; why political
conflicts went through such a 'catastrophic, disastrous coordmnation’ to
become the current noncompetitive, closed political mechanism ; and what
implications the defeated political forces have in the political history of
North Korea. Most researchers agree that the 1950s in North Korea meant a
period of great potentials that provided the North with various possible
ways of shifting its government. The period also represented an era of

abundance in a political sense.
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The post-Korean War period had the following implications for the North
Korean regime : First, the political elite groups and political factions outside
of the inner circle led by Kim Il Sung were finally excluded from the
central power circle in the power struggles that ensued in high-level politics
in 1953 to 1956. The political dynamics have since disappeared in the
North. In the wake of the massive cleanup campaign, 1957-1959, the
realignment of the political terrain which began in high-level politics spread
to low-level politics and then to the whole society, resulting in the oneness
of a single leader led by Kim Il Sung.

Second, in social and economic terms, full-fledged and widespread
findamental socialist reconstruction occurred among the citizens and
industrial fields, providing a basic framework for the current North
Korean-style socialist economic system.

Third, a foundation for an independent diplomatic line was laid down in
the 1950s, that is, the engagement of the Soviet Union and China in the
North's power struggle in 1956 failed and the socialist camp fell apart.
Consequently, this aided in paving the way for an independent diplomatic
line for North Korea.

Fourth, the North, after post-war restoration, economic recovery, and the
completion of a socialist system through three-and five-year development
plans, established a reunification strategy based on its 'economic superiority.'
It attempted to ease tensions between the South and the North and attain a
state of peace on the Korean peninsula by putting forward a series of
proposals, including the confederation proposal. This proposal suggested
commodities and resource assistance toward the South and free economic

and cultural exchanges. These attempts in the area of unification are
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meaningful in that they constitute a prototype of the North's institutional
approach toward unification.

This study notes that social and economic factors basically caused
changes in other arenas. The 1956 political crisis, represented by the
"August plenary session,’ took center stage in the political changes in North
Korea. This paper analyses points of disputes and standpoints with respect
to the political changes in the North, which were destined to define the
North's political picture for the following 40 years.

The article also explores the causes of the 1956 political crisis, which
represents a culmination of the political changes, in terms of economic
restoration following the war, establishment and implementation of
development strategies and ensuing social and political crises. Finally,
through the so-called 'Choi Chang Ik's anti-party conspiracy and spy
incident'’ and 'the third-party incident, this article analyzes the process in
which the power struggles at the heart of high-level politics featured in the
1956 'August plenary session' expanded toward national organs and society
as a whole, contributing to the realignment of power in the political
leadership of North Korea.

Key Words : North Korea, Political Change, Power Realignment
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