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{Abstract)

The Educational Reforms in North Korea under the
Soviet Tutelage

Shin Hyo Sook (Sogang University, Education)

The purpose of this study is to analyze the contents and nature of the

~ reforms in the North Korean education system during the shaping period of

the North Korean regime after the liberation of the Korean peninsula in 1945.

Specifically addressed will be the Soviet Union's policy toward North Korean

education, the formation and implementation of reforms in education by the

dominant group in North Korea, and the concrete substance and its
characteristics of the reforms in school education.

Since the Soviet Union had set up a pro—Soviet Union regime in North
Korea, the educational policy and the direction of the reforms in education
reflected the Soviet-Union's general policy toward North Korea. As a resulit,
North Korean educational reforms were based on the "progressive democratic
ideology" which aimed at raising human beings with Socialist minds. The
reforms were to supply and foster the Socialist Ideology based on
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understanding the Soviet-Union, forming scientific perspectives, cherishing
labor, Marxism-Leninism and anti-Imperialism. ‘

After the liquidation of the Japanese Imperialistic educational legacy, the
Left-wing centered North Korean leadership drove the school education
reforms on the basis of equal opportunity and the embodiment of Socialist
Ideclogy. The North Korean education administration, recruited by officers
with socialist minds, made reforms based on Soviet-style education system
because of assistance from the Soviet-Koreans and Soviet Advisors. The
characteristics of the North Korean education reforms were as follows: the
implementation of the people's compulsory educational system; the revision of
legal and physical condition to provide equal opportunity for the workers and
the farmers; the gradual abolishment of private schools and the nationalization
of schools; creating Soviet-influenced curriculum and textbooks; establishment
of the Socialistic school education system; and political-thought education and
re-education of the teachers.

North Korea established the foundation of the Socialistic school education
system three years after liberation in 1945. The Soviet-influenced education
system of North Korea creates complications for educational integration if the
possibility of National unification occurs.

Key Words: North Korea, School Education System, Educational Reform,
Progressive Democratic Ideology.
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