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(Abstract)
The Party, the State, and the Rivals in Early North Korea

Paik Hak Soon (The Sejong Institute, Political Science)

The most critical period in making a party-state in North Korea was the first
six months between mid-August 1945 and early February 1946. During this
time, the Soviet Union supervised the entire process of creating the North
Korean party and state formation and gave the Kim I Sung group critical
support. The establishment of a unitary leadership, that is, domination over,
removal of, or neutralization of rival party-state makers constituted the
essential part of the process of forming the party-state in North Korea.

The story of Kim Il Sung's success in forming the party-state in North
Korea was due to the following: (1) the intra-party power struggle between the
Soviet-backed Kim Il Sung group and the domestic Communists, first the
North Korean Communists represented by O Ki-sop and, later, the South
Korean Communists by Pak Hon-yong; and (2) the power struggle between
the Kim Il Sung group and the North Korean Nationalists with Cho Man-sik
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at the helm. Kim won a double victory in the power struggle, first with the
rival domestic faction Communists in the party, and then with the Nationalists
in the government.

Analysis of the interactions of Kim Il Sung's power struggles as well as
agent and structure level variables is important in explaining North Korean
state formation. From this complex process of power struggle, Kim tured out
to be the victor and succeeded in establishing a unitary leadership in North
Korea.

Key Words: Party-State Formation, Actor-Structure Relationship, Kim Il Sung,
O Ki Sop, Pak Hon Yong, Cho Man Sik.
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